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Gallery shows that architecture is an art form, too

By MELBA FERRER


Of The STAR Staff


Forgetting that architecture is a form of art is a common mistake. Galeria Botello, however is reminding the general public that art and architecture go hand in hand with "Arquitectos en Botello," an exhibit by a group of architects who   demonstrate different aspects of their profession while unleashing their artistic creativity.

Architect Luis Flores, who wrote the presentation essay for the exhibit, agrees that members of his profession are often categorized solely as people who design buildings and nothing more. "Architects design buildings, but they design other things like furniture and appliances, he said." "Traditionally, and artistic manifestations by architects have extended outside the purely architectural scenario." 

He adds that both art and architecture have contributed to each other throughout time. 

Maud Duquella, owner of Galeria Botello in Hato Rey, believes that there's more to architecture than meets the eye. "They don't have to create a painting to be an artist. The work of an architect has a conceptual aspect that deals with space."

Masks, scale models, inventions, photographs, collages and furniture are just some of the works to be shown by such architects as Maria del Carmen Bobonis, Jaime Cobas, Bennett Diaz, Carmen Fidalgo-Kasrawl,  Francisco Gutierrez, Brigida Hogan, Ivonne Maria Marcial, Andres Mignucci Giannoni, Maria Montilla, Michelle Munoz-Dorna, Jorge Otero-Pailos, Jorge Rigau, Miguel Rodriguez-Casellas and Jaime Suarez.

The exhibit will run through Sept. 15. Galeria Botello is located at 314 Roosevelt Avenue in Hato Rey and is open Monday to Saturday between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m..  For more information, call 754-7430.
