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AN EXHIBITION SPACE by Jesus Aparicio

and Héctor Fernandez Elorza expresses the possibility
that architecture is never finished

By Jorge Dtero-Pallos

e exhibition gallery and leclure hall by the Madrid architects
lesniz Aparicice and [éctor lerndndez lorea relates contempo-
rary architecture to a historic environmenl without flling inloe
the: warrn duality of either imitating or negating the past. ‘Their
design methodalogy frankly accentuares the fact that the existing structure
must be transtormed to receive the nesw. This moedest alieratlon cxpresses
both what is added and what is subtracted. By surgical means, it opena the
past to current perceprion and interpretation, It suggests a new rap
prochement of historic preservation and contlemporary dusign coneerns,
The priject extends exhibition space eperated by the Ministerio
de Uhras Piblicas v Urbanismao (the Spanish Ministrv of Public Works
and Urbanizm) in Madeid, and s pestled witlin g monumental arcads
thal fronts the massive Nuevos Ministerios building of 1933, which was
designed by Secundine Zuazo. Aparicio and Ferndndez Elorza lavew they
would have lo remuove somne of the Neocdassically styvled arcade’s masonry
fabric to make room for the lecture hall and exhibition space, They
decided 1o leave traces of the romoved elements visible as o testunent o
the necessary process of "unbuilding” the past tw accommodate the future.
By happenstance, exploratory prabes puncisred through the
Hoor revealed a demapped subveay-teain tunnel. Though the Lunnel
eadsted, 1L was nol parl of the building’s understood history hecause it had
remained invisihle, The architects removed the entire floor of the arcade
and pared its supporting bacrel wault to the bopests, cutling e deandy
Lul leuving them exposed. This created a new double-height rectangular
volume in which the interior plane of the arcade wall continues denwn
ward uninterrupted to the Hoor of the tunnel. The unne 35 pow olfered
in g new relationship to the historic fabric above.
I'he wigitor enters from the street across a new steel catwalle,
which offers a verliginous downward view belore il proceeds behind a
control booth and cascades dosvn a steel stair to the mnnel level. There
one finds a massive extruded U shape in concrete inserted within the old
walls, which replaces the lateral bracing once supplied by the vaull. The
gap between new concrete and old walls conrains services,

duvge Oera-Hailos 15 professor of kastoric preservarion me Calimiia {iversiey

Praject; Archive and eabilitivn spoce Governechen
Englneers: ALMC ngetierns

Cstructural s AGM Ticnicos ¢

at the arcade of the Muevos
Minizterios, Madrid

Architeot: Jenls Aparicio and Hector Trgeniores de Proyecos {services)
Contractor: DIEACE - Constracciones
Fspacialas p Deagados

Fermdwedes Klorag
Tachnical architect: Joaquin

iy adding chairs and extending a sound-absorbing drapery
around an oval lrack, the space becomes suilable for lectures. Left open, it
can be used for exhibitons. Mo Anishes were applicd to either new or old
surfaces, no plaster or veneers. As o vesult, the exisling masonry slruclure’s
wisible sublraciions and the contrasting concrete insert share a common
aestheric nf incompleteness—mneither ald nor new, but an intrinsic and
unifving aspect of both_

The leclure-hall space has been set to march an entrance o the
adjacent rail station, A large lift platform conveys exhibition materials
trom the tunnel level several feet below {served Tom the sireet by a [reizht
eluvator) Lo the leeture-hall level, {Portable staies may also be ser in place.)
Utherwise the end of the L) remaing open at the front of the hall {not. i
seems, a code vialation, as it swould be i the UL, making caplicit its
nature as @ new insertion. The long tunnel space, used now for exhibi-
tiens, may eventually honse archives: Its deteriorated foisl was removed,
but not replaced, so the marle of power hammers wxlure s surface. A
melal stair, suspended from steel rods, retuens visitors 1o an older exhibi-
tiom space above,

Aparicio and Ferododer Elorea’s gesture involves the visitor in
the process of creating nesw relationships and building mental associa-
tioms, As in the best histovic preservation. its aesthetic & ils design
methodology; o process of keeping the old open [or interpretation
through careful transformation, and of halding out the passibility that
architecture is never finished, indesed cannot be finished. m
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